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from the early 
Roman period.
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Above: Dated 
January 7, A.D. 
246, this bronze 
diploma was 
awarded to a sol-
dier discharged 
from the 5th 
cohort of the 
Praetorian Guard.

Right: Between 
91-88 B.C., the 
Italian confed-
eration (also 
called the Socii) 
revolted against 
Roman rule. This 
first century B.C. 

Below: First 
century iron 
Roman sword 
with bronze scab-
bard. Embossed 
decoration on the 
scabbard includes 
the she-wolf suck-
ling Romulus and 
Remus, the leg-
endary founders 
of Rome.

lead sling bullet 
is inscribed with 
the letters ITAL 
declaring the 
rebels new capi-
tal Italia. Other 
times soldiers 
would inscribe 
their bullets with 
the name of their 
emperor or com-
manding officer.

Below: Caliga 
found in London 
showing the thick 
sole studded with 
hobnails.
ILLUSTRATOR PHOTO/ BRITISH 
MUSEUM/ LONDON (31/25/19 & 25)

Roman Imperial Army 
Chain of Command

IL
LU

S
T

R
AT

O
R

 A
R

T/
 J

O
H

N
N

Y
 S

H
U

M
AT

E

IL
LU

S
T

R
AT

O
R

 P
H

O
TO

/ B
R

IT
IS

H
 M

U
S

E
U

M
/ L

O
N

D
O

N
 (

31
/2

9/
16

)

ILLUSTRATOR PHOTO/ BRITISH MUSEUM/ LONDON (31/25/20)

Above: First 
century A.D. iron 
Roman spearheads 
from Hod Hill, 
Dorset, UK.
ILLUSTRATOR PHOTO/ 
BRITISH MUSEUM/ 
LONDON (31/25/53)
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